
 

Dr. Astrid Scholz , President of Ecotrust, is an 
ecological economist by training, and received her 
Ph.D. in Energy and Resources from the University of 
California at Berkeley. Astrid has worked with Ecotrust 
for 11 years, serving as Executive Vice President in 
2012. She previously served as Vice President for the 
organizationõs Knowledge Systems program, managing a 
variety of initiatives involving Ecotrust's analytical 
capacities, including pioneering work in developing 
innovative, collaborative, award -winning tools and 

approaches to improve environmental ad economic decision -making. 
 
Astrid is an affiliate faculty member of Oregon State University, and is the 
co-editor of a book on integrated geographic information systems,  Place 
Matters . She serves on the boards of Habitat Media, Comunidad Y 
Biodiversidad (Mexico), and the Living Oceans Society (Canada). Scholz 
holds an M.A. in Economics and Philosophy from the University of St. 
Andrews, a M.Sc. in Economics from the University of Bristol.  
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 ERG PhD Recipients 

Samuel Dalton Borgeson  
 
Architecture MS 2010 
Energy and Resources MS 2009 
Energy and Resources PhD December 2013 
Dissertation Title: òTargeted Efficiency: Using Customer Meter Data to Improve  
Efficiency Program Outcomesó  

 
It has been a singular honor and pleasure to be a member of the ERG 
community. I am humbled by the breadth of abilities, passion, 
intelligence, and generosity of the students, staff, and faculty. At ERG, I 
have learned that all work is impacted by biases and assumptions, but 
good work acknowledges and tests them. I have witnessed 
interdisciplinary research tackling some of the planet's toughest 
problems, been introduced to profoundly important work very different 
from my own, formed many lifelong friendships and working 
partnerships, and even met my wife, the ERGie formerly known as 
Merrian Fuller. As I leave behind my years of formal enrollment, I affirm 
that I am an ERGie for life.  

 

Ana Mileva 
 

Masters in Public Policy 2009 
Energy and Resources MS 2010 
Energy and Resources PhD 2014 
Dissertation Title: òGreenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions, System Flexibility  
Requirements, and Drivers of Storage Deployment in the Western North American 
Power System through 2050ó  
 
 

I finally found an intellectual home here at ERG. I came to ERG from 
a social science and journalism background to move into fields such 
as engineering, economics, and operations research. Only at ERG 
could this transition be not only possible, but also welcomed and 
encouraged. Here, the experience of those of us who did not take a 
straight intellectual and academic path is appreciated and valued ð 
and is in fact quite normal. ERG is a place to find oneõs own way in 
an environment that nurtures exploration, detours, change, and 
growth.   
 
While I thrive on that, I wanted to thank all of my ERG friends for accompanying me on this wandering 
journey, in particular Jimmy and Josiah for helping me to not get lost along the way. ERGies have been a 
constant source of inspiration with their own wonderfully diverse paths and a rare combination of smarts, 
hard work, fun, and genuine kindness. I have made lifelong friends here who make me want to be a better 
person. I feel humbled and privileged to have been a part of such an extraordinary group of people.  
 
Thank you, ERG. 



 ERG PhD Recipients 

James Henry Nelson  
Chemistry MS 2011 

Energy and Resources PhD December 2013 
Dissertation Title: òScenarios for Deep Carbon Emission Reductions from Electricity by 2050 in 

Western North America Using the SWITCH Electric Power Sector Planning Model"  

 
At the end of college, I had decided to go to graduate school for Chemistry but had 
yet to figure out what to study.  The process of pouring through hundreds of 
descriptions of different research groups made me realize that I was excited about 
pursing a career in alternative energy.  This observation led me quickly to UC 
Berkeleyõs Chemistry program.  Upon entering Berkeley, I took a class co-taught by 
Dan Kammen and materials science professor Eugene Haller about the physics, 
economics, and policy of solar energy.  The physics of solar was fascinating and 
applicable to my research on nanoparticle solar energy conversion devices.  I did 
not yet know that a seed of interest had been planted on the policy and economics 

front, but over time I became increasingly interested in these parts of the solar energy story.   
 
After finishing my Masters in Chemistry in 2008, I took a leap of faith into the ERG community.  I knew little 
about the program, but was excited to work with Dan Kammen researching wind and solar integration into the 
power system.  Despite the low information content yet high life importance of this decision, Iõm happy to say 
that switching programs was one of the best choices Iõve ever made.  I have found ERG to be a tight-knit, 
socially conscious community, much like my alma mater, Haverford College.  Many thanks to the core team with 
whom I interacted ð Josiah Johnston, Ana Mileva, and Dan Kammen ð it would not have been possible without 
you.  Iõve learned a ton from the entire passionate, diverse, friendly, curious, and awesome ERG community ð 
thanks a lot!  
 
Whatõs next in life?  Iõve started a postdoctoral fellowship at the Union of Concerned Scientists, where I am 
continuing as a power systems modeling nerd.  I look forward to interacting with ERG students and alumni 
throughout my professional career.  

Fermin Reygadas Robles Gil 
Energy and Resources MS 2009 
Energy and Resources PhD 2014 
Dissertation Title: "From efficacy to sustained use: A comprehensive evaluation of an  

ultraviolet water disinfection system for rural households in Mexico"
 

Water touches most aspects of our life. As such, people in rural communities 
have come to value water through multiple dimensions. This stands in contrast 
with the narrow technical focus of many drinking water programs implemented in 
developing countries. Studying my Masters and PhD at ERG has allowed me to 
approach the field of water and development from an interdisciplinary 
perspective and to integrate my practice objectives into my dissertation 
research. I believe the combination of our interdisciplinary perspective and 
research-practice integration was the critical component that led our highly 
collaborative team to make meaningful academic contributions to the field of 
household water treatment and to develop a series of innovative, appropriate, 
and effective water programs for households, schools, and communities. Now that I am graduating and with 
support from an Ashoka Fellowship, Iõll move to Chiapas to serve as Director of Fundacion Cantaro Azul with the 
goal of bringing these programs to scale in Mexico and beyond.  
Throughout my studies at ERG, I was very fortunate to have the incredible support of Lludmila Moran (my wife) 
and many other family members, including Fermin, Elena, Sandra, Fermin, Francis, Mariana, and Georgina. 
Without them, none of this would have been possible.  



ERG Masterõs Degrees 2014 

Dimitry Michael Gershenson, MS  

Masterõs Project: òIncreasing Private Capital Investment into Energy Access:  A Case for Minigrid  
Pooling Facilitiesó 
 
"...read these leaves in the open air every season of every year of your life, re -examine all you have been 
told at school, or church, or in any book, dismiss whatever insults your own soul; and your very flesh shall 
be a great poem, and have the richest fluency, not only in its words, but in the silent lines of its lips and 
face, and between the lashes of your eyes, and in every motion and joint of your body." - Walt Whitman, 
preface to Leaves of Grass 
 

When Dick Norgaard called me in March of 2012 and welcomed me to the 
ERG family, I did my best to sound remotely coherent and intelligible 
while I hopped in place and danced like a mad man.   To me, ERG was a 
dream: a community where students could pursue their every interest, 
work with some of the top faculty in their fields, and enjoy all the 
benefits of being at the #1 public university in the world.   
 
Today, ERG remains a dream to me, even though I have been living it for 
almost 2 years (and will continue to do so for another few).  It is a 
dream not just because of the incredible faculty, staff, and affiliates 
that continue to inspire and amaze me, but also because of the fellow 
students that challenge and support me on a daily basis.   
 
The community you find at ERG is unparalleled in the distance that 
fellow ERGies are willing to go for one another, and our cohort knows 
this truth as well as any other.  I am incredibly grateful to all of you and 
I can not wait to hear of your adventures as you all work to change the 
world.   

 

Tanya Dimitrova, MS  

Masterõs Project: òREDD Hot: How One Community Defends its 

Forest One Carbon Credit at a Timeó 

When I first came to ERG I felt I didn't belong here. I thought I 
had to prove my worth to the professors and classmates. Soon 
after, though, I realized that my wonderful teachers were not 
there to judge me but to help me discover and become the 
best version of myself I could be.  
 
I am grateful for the acceptance and guidance I've always 
received at ERG, for the life lessons and technical skills, as 
well as for the true friends I've made and I will keep in the 
years to come. Thank you for the wonderful trip.   



ERG Masterõs Degrees 2014 

Jessica Joan Goddard, MS 
 
Masterõs Project: òCalifornia hydro-politics: the role of technology in the construction of stormwater 
valueó  
 
I knew I wanted to come to ERG for graduate school in 2008 after 
venturing as an undergraduate into Energy and Society and Ecology and 
Society. As someone who has always sought understanding within the 
humanities and sciences, I didnõt realize what I was looking for until I 
came into ERG. We are given the freedom to engage with every strand of 
thought that links to our core goals and values. The consequences are: a 
hub of budding intellectual endeavors, room to fail and fall, and no 
questions left untouched.   
 
 At ERG, I have been privileged to: do ecological field research with John 
Harte; work in India on wastewater irrigation under Isha Ray; sit in lab 
groups across campus in ERG, CEE, and ESPM; serve on the board of an 
ERGieõs nonprofit; and help design a new ERG website with my peers.  
 
My masterõs work focuses on representations of value and urban nature in 
Californiaõs water plans. I am fascinated to understand how we define 
and value environments, and what this means for our politics and 
collective morality. I suspect these tricky topics will keep me busy for years to come in my PhD at ERG. I 
am so grateful to the ERGie family for their inspiring work and big hearts. And of course, I wouldnõt be 
here without the unconditional love and support of my awesome family.  

All appears well as 

Prof. Dick  

Norgaard guides 

ERG students 

through turbulent 

watersé. 


